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Welcome to the former world-famous Hotel Del Monte, now the administration building for the 
Naval Postgraduate School, and one of Monterey County's most important landmark buildings. 
 
Architecturally, the Del Monte is a composite structure. The Spanish-style main building was designed 
by San Francisco architects Lewis P. Hobart and Clarence Tantau under the direction of Samuel F. B. 
Morse, president of Del Monte Properties Company (now the Pebble Beach Company), and completed 
in 1926. The linear east and west wings are vestiges of the Victorian Del Monte designed by an 
architect of the Southern Pacific Railroad and built by railroad work crews.  The exteriors and roofs of 
these wings, built in 1887, were modified to make them more compatible with the Hobart-Tantau 
“Hollywood Mediterranean” design.  
 
There are several notable features and art treasures in the hotel’s interior.  These include red 
Spanish tile floors; mahogany doors and window frames; elaborate wrought iron work of the 
chandeliers, stairs and registers; painted ceilings throughout the lobby; inlaid mosaic-patterned tiles on 
the stairs and in the prominent ballroom fountain; murals in the main lobby by Francis McComas; 
murals in the chapel by Daniel Sayre Groesbeck; a fresco by Ferdinand Burghdorff on the fourth floor; 
and, a diorama by Jo Mora on the ground floor in the La Novia Room.  
 
In addition, you will find other display boards and historical exhibits on the main and ground floors 
that discuss the Hotel Del Monte's pivotal role in the development of Monterey. 
